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“Flying Saucer’ Patents

Files

CANBERRA, Wednes- |
day.—Four plans of what
| experts consider could be
- “working flying saucers”
have been found in the
Commonwealth offices of
patent trade mark designs |
and copyrights at Can-
berra. |
An expert employed by the
Patents Office said to-day that
il two of the “saucers” which
the inventors envisaged were
fitted with turbo jet engines
thev would immediately be-
come a practicable proposition.
' The plans, which were
approved by the Patents Office
in 1930, 1932, 1936, and 1938;
anclude one Australian design,
‘one Japanese, one English, and
one French design,
- Of the four, the patents
‘expert said, the Japanese plan
submitted in 1932 was the most

'workable. This plan was based

on the helicopter principle.
“Of course, they were all

quite impracticable at the time

they were submitted,” the ex-

pert said.

| They were all based on a
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propeller or helicopter prin-
ciple. |

Using ordinary propellers,
the “saucers” would not have
hecn able to get sufficient lift,
but with the turbo-jet enﬁine
you get a terrific lift, and these
plans immediately hecome
quite practical propositions.

lhe Australian plan. sub-
mitted by Charles Edmund
Johnson, of Hill Street, West
‘Hobart, Tasmama. in 1930,
appears exactly like a large
inverted saucer. He calls his
invention  “improvements  In
fiving machine.”

The Jlapanese design, sub-
mitted by two Tokyo engi-,

neers, also resembles a larg
‘inverted saucer. It, like W
Johnson's design, is fitted to fhe
'top of an aircraft, and is based
on the helicopter principle.
The expert, who refused to
give his name, said to-day that
the specifications had been in
the Patents Office since they
had been submitted, in some
cases 20 vears ago. H
He said he had not attached
any significance to the plans
until last Monday, when
imagination was quiukcn:ﬂd
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newspaper stories of "lygg
saucers’ seen in different pdrts
of the world and statementsihy
prominent American politicians
and scientists that the saucer
Wis a secrel weapon,

“I then remembered our
plans and looked them owt.”
the expert added. A “Herald”
reporter was ahle to buv a
copy of each plan for 1/6 to-

day. o~
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